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SUBJECT: FORMER BARCELONA MAYOR REPORTEDLY ASSASSINATED 

1 . AMCONGEN BARCELONA ADVISES THAT FORMER BARCELONA MAYOR 
JOAQUIN VIOLA SAURET AND HIS WIFE WERE KILLED EARLY 

JAN. 25, APPARENTLY AS THE RESULT OF A BOMB BLAST AT THEIR 
RESIDENCE (SOME REPORTS INDICATE THEY WERE MACHINE GUNNED). 
DETAILS ARE VERY SKETCHY AND THE POLICE ARE INVESTIGATING. 

2. VIOLA WAS MAYOR OF BARCELONA FROM SEPTEMBER 1975 UNTIL 
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HE WAS REPLACED BY CURRENT MAYOR, SOCIAS HUMBERT, IN 
DECEMBER 1976. VIOLA, A RIGHTIST, WAS A VERY UNPOPULAR 
MAYOR, AMCONGEN BARCELONA POINTS OUT, BUT HE TENDED TO 
ENGENDER EXASPERATION RATHER THAN HATRED. HE HAD BEEN A 
MEMBER OF THE FRANCO-ERA CORTES AND ALSO WAS ONE OF THE 
MEMBERS OF THE COUNCIL OF THE REALM, BUT HE HAD ALMOST 
DISAPPEARED FROM PUBLIC LIFE AFTER STEPPING DOWN AS MAYOR. 
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3. BOMBINGS HAVE BECOME ALL TOO FREQUENT IN BARCELONA THESE 
DAYS, AMCONGEN BARCELONA REPORTS FURTHER, ALTHOUGH THEY 
USUALLY CAUSE PROPERTY DAMAGE AND NO DEATHS. FOUR WORKERS 
WERE KILLED AS THE RESULT OF THE RECENT FIRE BOMBING 

OF THE BARCELONA NIGHT CLUB "EL SCALA," APPARENTLY BY 
ANARCHISTS, BUT IT IS FAR FROM CLEAR WHO MIGHT BE 
RESPONSIBLE FOR THE VIOLA ASSASSINATION. ONE EXTREMIST 
GROUP THAT HAS BEEN PARTICULARLY ACTIVE RECENTLY IN THE 
PORT CITY IS THE SPLINTER MARXIST-LENINIST SPANISH 
COMMUNIST PARTY-INTERNATIONAL (PCE-I), BUT ITS 
ACTIVITIES HAVE CONSISTED LARGELY OF TRASHINGS AND 
HARASSMENT OF POLICE AND MOTORISTS IN THE DOWNTOWN 
AREA. 

4. POLITICAL VIOLENCE HAS BEEN LARGELY ABSENT FROM 

THE CATALAN SCENE, BUT THE INCREASING NUMBER OF BOMBINGS, 
THE "SCALA" INCIDENT, AND NOW THE ASSASSINATION OF VIOLA 
ARE DISQUIETING SIGNS OF ACCELERATING ATTEMPTS BY 
EXTREMISTS TO UNDERMINE THE TRANSITION PROCESS. STABLER 
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